Texas State Youth Conference

Bible Bowl Information


TSYC Bible Bowl

Mission statement:  The Bible Bowl provides a format for the youth to display their skills and abilities in the study and retention of selected passages of God’s Word through team competitions (one written and one oral).
The book(s) will be stated before the conclusion of the conference for the following year’s Bible Bowl competitions.  The version will be King James Version (KJV).
All questions in both competitions will be in one of the following forms:

· Fill in the blank

· True or False

· Multiple Choice

· Comprehension 

The type of questions will be consistent throughout the current round of play for the oral competition i.e. Round 1 T/F, Round 2 Multiple Choice, Round 3 Comprehension, etc.

Team Requirements

· One team per congregation (Ages 8-18) is permitted to participate.
· Each team shall consist of a minimum of four and a maximum of ten youth.
· Each team must have a Captain.  The Captain should be a youth who can speak loudly and clearly since they will be the only team member permitted to speak openly during the oral competition.
· Each team must have a Team Counselor to supervise conduct of their team. 
· Bible Bowl Registration forms that lists all team members, designates their Captain and indicates their Team Counselor must be submitted to the conference by the designated deadline. (Replacements/changes can be made at arrival to the conference)
Written Competition Rules

1. All team members must be at the designated location at the time the competition begins.  Team members that arrive after the competition begins will not be permitted to participate.
2. Only the team members will be allowed in the competition room.  Coaches will have to wait outside while the competition is in progress.

3. The written competition will consist of a packet with 35 questions.

4. The teams are responsible for their own writing instruments whether pen or pencil

5. Each team will have one packet and all written answers must be legible to be considered correct.
6. The teams will have 20 minutes to answer as many questions as they can.

7. The administrator will announce the start time and the time remaining until the 20 minutes is expired.

8. At the conclusion of the competition the packets will be triple scored by the scorers.

9. The scores for correct answers will be calculated as follows:

· True/False – 1 point each

· Multiple Choice – 2 point each

· Fill in the blank (one blank) – 3 points each 

· Fill in the blank (two blanks) – 4 points each

· Comprehension questions – 5 points each

10. The team scores from the written competition will be added to the scores from the oral competition.
Oral Competition Rules
1. All team members must be at their designated location at the time the competition begins.  Team members that arrive after the competition begins will not be permitted to participate.
2. The questions in each round will be numbered and the team captain will select a numbered ball correlating to the question ALL TEAMS will have for that round.

3. A round consists of each team captain selecting a numbered ball.

4. Each team will have the same questions for the first five rounds in the oral competition. Each team will have their own question for rounds six and seven.
5. Each team will be given a whiteboard and marker to use for the first five rounds of the competition. Answers should be written on the whiteboard.
6. The teams will have 30 seconds to answer the question and the team captain must report to the designated answering area with their teams answer written on their whiteboard.  
7. The team may converse among themselves to determine the answer to a question.  However, only the Captain may verbally answer the question from the designated answering area.
8. Only the team Captain’s first response is accepted.  Once the Captain begins answering a question, they may stop and repeat an answer, but they can not change the original answer given. The answer given must match the written answer on the whiteboard. MARKERS MUST STAY IN THE TEAM AREA!
9. For the first five rounds of the competition, the points will be determined by the number of questions a team gets correct in that round times the number of the round being played. (Ex. Team A gets 4 questions correct in round one, 4 times 1 is 4 points for that round.  Team A get 3 questions correct in round two, 3 times 2 is 6 points for that round.  Team A gets 5 questions correct in round three, 5 times 3 is 15 points for that round) 

10. Teams get 30 pts for correct responses in Rounds 6 and 7.
11. The Judges will have a score sheet to keep track of the correct answers.

12. The Assistant will gather the score sheets after the oral competition and hand to the scorers so the points can be calculated. 
13. There will be 2 competitions (one written and one oral).
14. The scores from the written competition will be added to the scores from the oral competition.
15. The top score wins 1st place, the next 2nd place and the following 3rd place.  If there is a tie with any place, an additional round will be played until there is a clear 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winner. 
Scenario examples:
A. If there is a tie between 2 teams for first and 2 teams for the next place, then the 2 teams tied for first will determine 1st and 2nd place and the remaining 2 teams will determine 3rd place.  
B. If there is a clear 1st place and a tie between 2 teams for second, then those 2 teams will determine 2nd and 3rd place.)
16. The designated judges have the sole authority to determine if an answer is correct.  (Questions concerning a decision that the judges have made should be mentioned by the Team Counselor representing an involved congregation during the Coaches Feedback meeting with the Bible Bowl Administrator.)

Bible Bowl Procedures
· Start with congregational singing until all parties are in place then open with prayer.
· The Proctor will introduce our judges and teams. 
· The Bible Bowl Oral competition intro will be read to the audience.
· The start and finish of each round will be announced by the Proctor.  
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